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Cautions

Also use adequate ventilation when working with glue or paint.

Kit contains small and/or sharp parts
      NOT SUITABLE FOR CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 14

Always wear your safety glasses when you are working with CA glues and 
when cutting, shaping, or snipping parts and when painting.

Frenchman River Model Works
PO Box 86

Thank you for purchasing this kit. We hope you enjoy building and displaying Valley Growers 
Association as much as we have enjoyed producing it. If you have any questions or comments, 

please email us at: frenchmanriver@gmail.com or send a letter to the address below.

Made in the USA

www.frenchmanriver.com

Frenchman River Model Works reserves the right to change or alter this kit without prior notice. 
This kit, its contents, and its packaging are all ©opyright protected.

        © 2021 James and Anna Cleveland

(701) 256-2129
Langdon, ND 58249

O/On30 (1:48) Scale Kit #5085

www.frenchmanriver.com
All these items are available separately at:

We offer a wide selection of Dr Ben’s products as well as many detail parts to 

complete your scene and many people to populate your scene. 

Produced by 

Frenchman River 

Model Works

Designed and mastered 

by Thomas A Yorke

4. The Loading Dock. Fasten the building to the Styrofoam base. Use 1/8” square posts to 
support over the undulating ground. The deck was fabricated from the strip wood supplied 
and built in place. The posts were simply pushed into place and glued. Two 1/8”square 
pieces were glued in place to support the decking; one at the building baseboard and one 
across the posts. Cut the decking to fit and glue in place. Touch up the stain. Add the front 
and side door stoops from lumber. *we have included 1 resin door stoop. The vegetable bins 
should be stained in light brown. Different spices were used to represent the produce. Raid 
the kitchen spice cabinet, but don't get caught! Add the smoke jack to the smaller roof and 
paint. Cut out the signs and glue to the walls as shown. CA adhesive works fine here. *we 
recommend Duco Cement to apply the signs. Arrange the produce bins and finish the 
weathering and 
scenery.
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D e s i g n e d !

Frenchman River Model Works O/On30 1:48 Scale Valley Growers Association

Valley Growers Association is a coop of local growers banding 

together to sell their fresh fruits and vegetables. This resin kit 

represents a structure with a well kept ornate, although utilitarian, 

false front. The remaining structure is covered in board and batten 

siding.  

model and photo by
Thomas Yorke

http://www.frenchmanriver.com


 3. The Roofing. Two pieces of card stock were cut for the sub-roof. Fasten these 
in place with CA adhesive. After the glue has dried you can glue a piece of 1/8” square 
strip wood at the ridge to strengthen it. Use another piece of card and cover the smaller 
area to the right. Stain the overhang underside and edges in brown. Cut pieces of the 
corrugated (*standing seam material provided in this kit)roofing material  into 36”strips 
and glue in place. Lower part first, then the upper part. Finish with a strip of aluminum 
tape cut into 18” strips at the ridge. The rear of the front wall is covered in “lead” sheet. 
Cut pieces of the aluminum tape into 2' squares and “tile” the wall. Before you start, 
lightly sand the surface of the aluminum to give it a “tooth”. This will give the paint 
something to stick to other than the slick aluminum surface. Work from bottom to top. 
Overlap each piece and don't worry about being too neat. Just place the pieces where 
they need to be to cover an area and don't worry if they are not all level. Don't forget to 
flash over the corrugated material at the joint to prevent water damage to the interior! 
The roof was painted in Apple Barrel Barn Wood stain overall. This tones down the silver 
a little. Use a wide, flat brush and streak on some Burnt Umber. Don't be even. Some 
areas get more than others and some areas are heavier than others. Vary the surface 
effect and paint each panel as a separate piece. When dry I used Dr. Ben's Rust (liquid) 
over the brown. It is very important that you do not scrub over the brown. One brush 
stroke per area only or you will start to remove the brown. If you do, you can use more 
brown to fix the area and try again. This was followed up by a dry-brush application of 
Folk Art Metallic Gunmetal Gray. Use a flat brush and very little paint. You just want to 
hint at silver on some areas here and there to give a metallic look to the surface. Stop 
before you think you are finished.

 2. The Painting. The entire structure was painted with acrylic craft paints such 
as Apple Barrel or similar. The structure was first given a coat of flat, light gray spray can 
undercoat and left to dry. The next step is to mix up a batch of thin stain from Burnt 
Umber and water. This was brushed onto the structure overall. It will not cover 
completely and that's OK. After this has dried, apply more coats of stain, always in the 
direction of the wood grain. Work wet on wet. This will blend the layers together. Work 
to darken the boards. Skip some here and there so the surface is not uniform but has 
some variation. When finished you should have a darkened, stained structure that shows 
variation in boards. It should not look “painted”, but stained. Let dry. Next, apply a coat 
of thin Black stain overall. This will flow into the cracks and details to accentuate them. 
Don't labor over this step. Use a large, flat brush and use one stroke to cover. Do not 
scrub over the brown. Let dry completely. The façade was painted in Folk Art French 
Vanilla. It was stippled on with a flat, bristle brush to represent chipped paint. The 
façade was finished in a rather well kept manner with only a little paint chipping and 
bare wood showing through mostly at the bottom edges. The baseboard was left as bare 
wood. The top of the front wall was also left as bare wood because no painter would 
paint something that didn't show to the street. The remaining walls were painted in 
Americana Yellow Ochre using the stippling method as before, but this time more bare 
wood was left showing through. Quite often building sides and rears were not kept up as 
well as the front, which was their “public” façade. The front trim was painted in Anita's 
Acrylic Tangerine and Americana Napa Red. *pictures available on frenchmanriver.com

Kit Contents

Kit Notes
This kit was originally designed by Thomas Yorke and is now being produced by Frenchman 
River Model Works. We have tried to keep it as true to his original design and construction 

as possible. The following are his original instructions. Any additions or clarifications are 
marked with an asterisk. We chose to paint and finish our display model differently than 

what Tom describes here.

Wash all resin parts in alcohol and then in warm, soapy water. Rinse well and let air-dry. It 

is also easier to stain all wood strips before cutting or assembly and touching up the ends 

later. Please read through the instructions and study the drawings before starting any 

assembly. Resin to resin or resin to wood assembly is best accomplished with CA adhesive. 

Good quality white glue is fine for wood to wood. The pilot model was built on a piece of 

2” white floral Styrofoam that was carved to represent an uneven landscape. It's more 

interesting that way.

 1. The Walls. Carefully clean any flash from the casting edges. The building may 

now be assembled as shown. Use the rear wall casting as a guide and mark the location of 

the roof pitch on the inside of the front wall. Work on a flat, smooth surface such as a 

piece of glass while gluing. Keep the bottom edges even. Strips of scrap 1/8” square strip 

wood can be used at the inside corners for extra strength if desired and it is suggested. 

Keep the assembly square and let set completely. Scrap wood strips are now glued to the 

inside of the front wall where marked to support the roof.

Scale Lumber Parts

5     1/8 x 1/8
5      1/16 x 3/16

VALLEY GROWERS ASSOCIATION

Frenchman River Model Works O/On30 1:48 Scale Valley Growers Association Frenchman River Model Works O/On30 1:48 Scale Valley Growers Association

Miscellaneous Parts

1     Window Glazing
1     Plastic Tube
3     Card (not shown)
2     Metal Roofing
3     Aluminum Tape
1     Signage
1     Awning
1     Wire
Instructions and Drawings

Resin Parts

1    Front Wall
1    Cornice
1    Long Side Wall
1    Rear Wall
1    Side Wall with  Windows
1    Lean-to Wall with Door
1    Lean-to Side Wall with Roof Pitch
1    Door Step
2    Produce Basket
2    Produce Box
4    Produce Sack



1/8” Roof Bracing

1/8” Roof Bracing
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